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1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner' s amendment was given in a telephone interview with Mr 
SethLevyon 12-8-04. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
hi the claims: 

Claims 60-65 have been canceled. 
The following claim has been added: 

-- 66 (New) A method for screening a drug candidate for therapeutic treatment of a 
disease condition selected from the group consisting of diabetes, hyperglycemia, 
hypoinsulinaemia, and hypoleptinemia, comprising: 

providing a null mutant mouse comprising in its germ cells an artificially induced PTTG 
null mutation on both PTTG alleles, wherein said mutation results in said mouse exhibiting at 
least one phenotype selected from the group consistmg of hyperglycemia, hypoinsulinaemia, 
hypolepfinemia,^ diabetes, chromosomal aneuploidy, premature centromere division, 
chromosomal damage, aberrant mitotic cellular division, thrombocytopenia, thymic hyperpl 



asia. 
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splenic hypoplasia, testicular hypoplasia, and female subfertility, the prevalence of which is 
greater than in a mouse lacking said mutation; 

administering said drug candidate to said mouse; and 

determining potential efficiency of said drug candidate for the treatment of said disease 
condition based on a response of said mouse to said drug candidate. - 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shin-Lin Chen whose telephone number is (571) 272-0726. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 9:30 am to 6 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Amy Nelson can be reached on (571) 272-0804. The fax phone number for this 
group is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this apphcation or proceeding 
should be directed to (571) 272-0547. 

Patent appHcants with problems or questions regarding electronic images that can be 
viewed m the Patent Apphcation ^formation Retneval system (PAIR) can not contact the 

Ifa^ISA " ^"''"''^ ^'"'"^ E^^) Representatives are 

^866^2 7 91 r^'T ^'u^ ' (EST). The toll free number is 

(866) 217-9197. When calling please have your application serial or patent number, the type of 
document you are havmg an image problem with, the number of pages and the specific nlre of 

tt Zb >f 'f^K ^"^'""^ ^^"^^^ -^^fy *ts of theTelluC^^ 

the problem withm 5-7 business days. Applicants can also check PAIR to confinn that the 
problem has been corrected. The USPTO's Patent Electronic Business Center i" complete 
service center supporting all patent business on the Internet. The USPTO's PAIR system 
provides hitemet-based access to patent application status and history information It also 
enables apphcants to view the scanned images of their own apphcation file folder(s) as well as 
general patent information available to the public. 

9199 ^" '^PP'^'^' P^^^'^ '^^^ *^ USPTO Call Center (UCC) at 800-786- 
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